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%WHATREALLyHAPPY.lEDIN THE TO%_,NSEI_FIGHT.

On January 3, 1939 which was the opening day of the 76th Congress,
Rep. Hendricks of Fla. 'introduceda bill kno_'_as H.R. 2. It was sub-
stantially the same as H.R. 4199 which had been introducedin the
previous Congress and provided for a _ transactions tax, the proceeds
of which were to be divided prorata among those citizens who were 60
years of age or over• Y,%en the Ways & l_ans Committee of the House
held hearings and took testimony on the proposal to liberalize old age
pensions and change the Social Security Act, it also held hearings on
the so-called Townsend Plan. Hundreds of pages of testimony were
taken for and against the proposal from members of Congress, individ-
uals, and organlzatlons. T_e American Farm Bureau Federation,National
Grange, American Federation of Labor and others testified against the
proposal. When the hearings were over, To_send leaders advised the
Chairman of the Ways &,Means Committee that t11ey would submit amend-
ments to the bill in a short time. Instead of a short time, it was
three months later on the 17th of May that a new bill was introduced
known as H.R. 6378. It was not an amendment to H.R. 2 but an entirely
different bill and provided for a "gross Receipts tax" on farmers,
wholesalers, jobbers, manufacturers, retailers, wage earners and on
everybody engaged in any business, trade, activity, occupation or call-
ing. The bill contained many defects and this was frankly admitted.
Then it was discovered that the "compulsory spending clause" had been
omitted from the bill. _ On i,_y 23rd, still another bill, H.R. 6466 was
introduced to correct this omission. The sponsors of this entirely
new and admittedly defective bill then went before the Rules Corx_ttee
of the House and asked for consideration of this ne_ bill which had

never been considered by the Ways & i,_eansCo_ittee. The sponsors in-
sisted on what is known as a "closed rule" or 'gag rule" so that not
a single amendment could be offered. The Members of Congress were
asked to swallow the new bill "whole hog" and were afforded four hours
in which to discuss itJ During this period, a high official of the
National Organization circulated thru' the House Office Building con-
tacting members of Congress. During a discussion of the bill, he
stated to the _uthor of this column (and it has not been refuted or
denied) that they did not expect the bill to pass; they believed that
an amendment to the Constitution of the United States was necessary;
that experts had advised them that it would require a year to draft
an acceptable bill; and finally that they did not want the bill to
pass. By a vote of 302 to 97, the bill was defeated. It was an amaz-
ing spectacle. A clear majority of Congress appears to b_ in favor of
more liberal pensions for the aged, to be financed on u pay-as-you-go
basis. Somebody seems to h_ve wanted _n impressive record vote for
the bill but no bill.
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RED SENATORIAL FACES, RUFFLE]] SEN_TORIAL TE_dPglRS.

Pending in the U.S.Senate for a number of years has been a bill intro-
duced by Senator Neely of !Jest Virginia which seeks to curb what is
known as the practiceof "block booking" in the motion picture busi-
ness. Under this practice, it appears that a picture theatre must
accept pictures which he does not want in order to get pictures which
he does want. Last week, Senator Neely undertook some remarks on the
bill on the Senate floor _en Senator Barkley the Ad_inistratlon lead-
er sought to defer the matter. Thereupon Senator N_ely reminded the
Leader that out of 13:z_eetings of the Co_amittee handling the bill,
Leader Barkley had attended only one. Leader Barkley's face took on
the color of a red-bird's plumage as he replied that the Leader had
other duties and responsibilities. Senator Neely then replied that
those duties and responsibilities must include _oing to the Kentucky
Derby. The crimson in the Leader's face became deeper and more en-
during. The matter ended when the Leader stated that he _uld reply
at a later day. I_ebbe so! Mebbe so:
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Y0 HE.rEH0: LET'SDRINK TO U  CLE

If it's imported liquor wh$ch tickles your palate, you _re one of
those from whom Uncle Sam collected 34 million in imported liquor
taxes last year. If it's home grown variety that satisfied your
thirst you were one of that larger group who paid Uncle S_l 565 mil-
lion for the privilege. But that's not all. The states collected
267 million in gallonage taxes on liquor and 18 millions in sales
taxes. Not to be outdone by their big brothers, the cities and coun-
ties came along and collected something% over 31 million in beverage
control and license taxes. Now add 30 million for property taxes and
another dash of social security and unez_loyment taxes and the result
is what? You guessed it. A billion bucks. The liquor industry is
billion dollar industry - for taxes. When the lawmakers must find
revenues and don't kn0_ where to look, somebody suggests that liquor
taxes be raised. Then they all join in and sin_ All Around The l_{ul-
berry Bush, the problem is solved and there you are. But how lon_
will it be before the liquor industr_ _ marches down to Washington some
day, hands Uncle San a key to the front door and says, "Uncle, you are
about to venture in the liquor business." "But I don't want to go in
the liquor business' protests the dear old Uncle. '_aybe not" says
the spokesman "but you're in it right now for here's the key. We
can't pay any more taxes. You try it."

_1776 - 1812 - 1939
On June 9th, the King _and Queen will be received by l_enbers of Con-
gress.(0r maybe it's the King & Queen who do t_e receiving.) The re-
ception will take place in the rotunda of the Capitol. It may be staz-
ed in that same Capit61 which the British troops destroyed in 1812.
When the King and Queen lift their eyes to the walls of the rotunda,
they will see the massive oil paintings depicting The Surrender of
Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, the Surrender of General Burgoyne at Sara-
toga and The Signing of the Declaration of Independence. Thus is the
defeat of the British,in the Revolutionary _lar, the destruction of the
Capitol of the United_States in 1812 and the _ood _ill tour of the
King and Queen of the British Empire in 1939 merged in the moving p_t-
terns of history. I
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